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as   did    Hardic,    Snowdcn,    and    Ponsonby    of   absolute
pacifism.
* The War has broken out,' he said ; c we are in it. Wo
must see it through. Every step to that tuwssary end must be
taken. Let there be no mistake about that/
' When a war is actually upon us,* he wrote, * when our
friends are dying in the trenches and being mown down on
the battlefields ; when Europe is in the melting-pot and
our own country is not quite safe from attack, a set of
problems different from those which faced us at the outbreak
of the War have to be dealt with.91                              ^,
Whether the pacifist view was right or wrong, MacDonakl
had never taken it. The genuine pacifist and the conscientious
objector believed that it was wrong to go to war. Any war
is wrong, every war is wrong, and that wrong is increased
every hour the war continues. Stop the war at once is their
plea ; appeal to the sense of moral justice of the world. This
was not MacDonald's view. He condemned the diplomacy of
the pre-war years, but once the first shot was fired his position
was that now we were in it we must see it through. His
opinion of Grey and his diplomacy was shared at the time
by Mr. Lloyd George, Sir John Simon, and many other
Liberals who supported the War.
The Labour Party itself, although officially supporting the
War, had likewise condemned the policy of Grey and Asquith.
But the Labour Party's position towards the conduct of the
War was consistent. Like MacDonald, they believed that
now the War was on the country must see it through, but,
unlike him, they saw that it was no use raking up the past
misdeeds of the Foreign Minister, Their attitude meant
an open breach with MacDonald, and he forestalled any
disciplinary action they might take by resigning his office
of Chairman.
He depended for his political existence at that time upon
the Independent Labour Party, the Left Wing of the Labour
Party. This meant that he had to play up to them at his
meetings. To them he was an out and out, stop-the-war
Socialist, victimized for his courageous, outspoken, straight-
1 y. JRamsqy MacDonald, by Mary Agnes Hamilton.
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